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The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
October 11, 2026
10:00 am


THE HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE II

SONG OF PREPARATION

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place; 
I can feel His mighty power and His grace. 
I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, I see glory on each face; 
surely, the presence, of the Lord is in this place.
	
PROCESSIONAL HYMN: “Christ is made the sure foundation”                     	               Hymnal 518 

OPENING ACCLAMATION AND PRAYER

	Presider	Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
          People	      And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

(The Presider prays)
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
 
THE GLORIA (sung by all)						                        	                    S280
 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

   	Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, 
		we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
 
   	Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
		you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
		you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
		you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
 		in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Presider 	The Lord be with you.
	People	And also with you.
     	Presider 	Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE FIRST LESSON: Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20

Then God spoke all these words:
I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me.
You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.
You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.
Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all your work.
Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.
When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance, and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we will die.” Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him upon you so that you do not sin.”

Lector 	The Word of the Lord.
	People 	Thanks be to God.

PSALM 19 (The Psalm is prayed responsively by whole verse.)

1 The heavens declare the glory of God, *
and the firmament shows his handiwork.
2 One day tells its tale to another, *
and one night imparts knowledge to another.
3 Although they have no words or language, *
and their voices are not heard,
4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, *
and their message to the ends of the world.
5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; *
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;                                                                       it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it again; *
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
7 The law of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; *
the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent.
8 The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; *
the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes.
9 The fear of the LORD is clean and endures for ever; *
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.
10 More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, *
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
11 By them also is your servant enlightened, *
and in keeping them there is great reward.
12 Who can tell how often he offends? *
cleanse me from my secret faults.
13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;                                                                         let them not get dominion over me; *
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, *
O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.

THE SECOND LESSON: Philippians 3:4b-14

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.
Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.
Lector		The Word of the Lord. 
People	Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN: “O love, how deep, how broad”  	              	        Hymnal 448 vs. 1,2

THE GOSPEL READING: Matthew 21:33-46

	Deacon 	The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
	People	Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:
‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’?
Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”
When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

	Deacon	The Gospel of the Lord.                                                                               	People	Praise to you, Lord Christ.

SEQUENCE HYMN: “O love, how deep, how broad”  	              	          Hymnal 448 vs. 3

THE SERMON                                                                              	             		             Fr. Lin Walton

THE NICENE CREED (Presider and people together)

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: Form III (the people respond with the petitions in bold)

    Deacon	Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
People	That we all may be one.

Deacon	Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
People	That your Name may be glorified by all people.

Deacon	We pray for; Sarah, Archbishop of Canterbury, Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Sarah, our Bishop; Church of the Good Shepherd, Wilmington and Zion Church, Washington; Lin, Christie, and me, our clergy, and for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
People      	That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

    
    Deacon	    We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
People	That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Deacon	Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
People	That our works may find favor in your sight.

Deacon	We pray for the sick and suffering and those who care for them. We pray also for those on the Parish Prayer List and the Prayer List of the Daughters of King. Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
People	That they may be delivered from their distress.

Deacon	We pray for those who have died. Give to the departed eternal rest.
People	Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

Deacon	We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
People	May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Deacon 	Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. (silence)

(The Presider adds a concluding Collect.)

THE CONFESSION OF SIN

Presider: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Presider: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord                             Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
 
	Presider:	The peace of the Lord be always with you.
	People:	And also with you.



BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
(For birthdays, the Presider and people pray together) O God our times are truly in your hands.  Look with favor upon your Servant(s) as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
(For anniversaries, the Presider and people pray together) Look with favor on these your children whom you have united in marriage.  As they celebrate the anniversary of their wedding, enable them to continue to ask for your help and the intercession of all the saints.  In good times and in difficult, may they continue to grow in love for each other, and may they continue to resolve to be of one heart in the bond of peace through Jesus Christ our Lord.
THE BLESSING OF PRAYER SHAWLS 
THE ANNOUNCEMENTS: WELCOME, MINISTRY IN FOCUS
THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE OFFERTORY

	Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
	Praise him all, creatures here below;
	Praise him above, ye heavenly host:
	Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: Eucharistic Prayer A

	Celebrant	The Lord be with you.
	People	And also with you.
	Celebrant	Lift up your hearts.
	People	We lift them to the Lord.
	Celebrant	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
	People	It is right to give God thanks and praise.

(Celebrant continues): It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:




THE SANCTUS (sung by all)                                                                                                  S129

	Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
	heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
	Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

(The people may stand or kneel)

(Celebrant continues) Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith (Celebrant and people say together):

	Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

(Celebrant continues) We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. (Celebrant and people acclaim together) AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Celebrant and people pray together)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
                              
	Celebrant	Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
	People	Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

(Please follow the usher’s instructions as you come to the altar and receive Holy Communion.)

POST COMMUNION PRAYER (Celebrant and people pray together)

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING PRAYER FOR EUCHARISTIC VISITORS

Deacon	In the name of Christ, and of this congregation, we send you forth bearing the body and blood of Christ to those who cannot be with us today. Take God’s holy Word, the prayers of this congregation, and this holy food for holy people. 
People	We who are many are one Body because we share one bread and one cup. Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN: “How firm a foundation”                  		          			Hymnal 637

The flowers are given in honor of the 54th wedding anniversary
of Kate and Harry Singley.


WORSHIP LEADERS
       The Reverend Richard “Lin” Walton, Presider and Preacher
The Reverend Christie Walton, Celebrant 
     The Reverend Deacon Pamela Hayes, Deacon
Ricky Evans, Verger
         Debbie Skillman, Director of Music         
Lectors:  Chris Romig, Chris Barber  
Eucharistic Ministers: Marcie Wright, Ellen Wester	                                                                          Ushers: Ross Lively, Carol Parnell, Susan Heckler, Mary Snell
 Vestry Person of the Day: Chris Romig 
The Bishop is coming!  October 21ST  at 6:00PM                                                                               Installation of our New Rector
Bishop Sarah will officially install Fr. Lin as the Rector of St. Philip’s Church. Come join us as we celebrate his new ministry at our church. The Installation service will be held at 6:00 PM in the Main Sanctuary with a reception to follow. Please contact Lorraine to arrange participation in a car pool (either as driver or rider).




Celtic Holy Communion Service will resume beginning Saturday, October 10th at 5:00 PM in the Main Sanctuary.
Fr. Lin will be having drop-in office hours on September 30th  from 2:00 – 4:00 and October 1st  from 10:00 – 12:00. 




Adult Formation with Fr. Lin                                             Today  9:10 AM in Room 202
This course is based on the book by Dr. Amy-Jill Levine - "The Gospel of John – A Beginner’s Guide to the Way, the Truth, and the Life”" 
John’s Gospel offers readers a new language ―of being born anew, of living water, of wind and spirit, of the “I am”―that enhances how we understand the divine, how we experience the world, and how we participate in the mystery of faith.
The book is available on Amazon.

[image: The image features a diverse group of various cat breeds gathered in a peaceful, welcoming scene.  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]The annual Blessing of the Animals will be held at 5:00 PM, Sunday, October 4th on the lawn of St. Philip’s Episcopal Church located at 205 East Moore Street in Southport. There will be a short service, followed by blessings and treats! Please be sure to secure your animals for everyone’s safety.
All pets are welcome (including pictures, cremains and memorabilia)







Adult Formation with Deacon Pam Today in room 201 at 9:10 AM.  We’ll explore two books: Being Mortal by Atul Gawande and Like Trees Walking: In the Second Half of Life by the Rev. Jane Sigloh. We invite you into a thoughtful and hope‑filled conversation about aging, purpose, and living well in every season of life.                              
(Check Enews for more details)





Food Pantry Needs July/August/September
St. Philip’s, we are in Summer and the needs of the hungry increase with school vacation. Please continue to give food items starting with the list below and open your hearts. When you’re in the grocery store just pick up a couple of extra items and donate them to the food pantry. Keep up God’s work.                                                                                                      List:                                                                                                                                                                                                                Cold Cereal (Adult/Children) and Hot Cereal                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Fruit (Cans)                                                                                                                                                                              Vegetables (Cans, No Green Beans /Corn)                                                                                                                                                                                             Canned Meats/Proteins                                                                                                                                                    Spaghetti/Spaghetti Sauce                                                                                                                                                                        Snacks                                                                                                                                                                                            Soups (Chicken Noodle, Tomato, Vegetable, …)                                                                                                                                         Rice/Dry Beans                                                                                                                                                                  Mustard/Ketchup/Spices                                                                                                                                                       Cookie/Cake Mix/Bisquick                                                                                              Cooking Oil                                                                                                    Instant Potatoes

ECW Lunch Bunch - Will be October 27th @ 11:30. It will be held in the Parish Hall, and a food truck will be available for purchase.  Terry Myers will be our guest speaker.  Open to ALL Parishioners & Friends. 




You can stop Hunger! Join the team St. Philip’s on October 18th at the SOIIF walk to help those that are hungry or in threat of having their electricity or water turned off in Brunswick County. Come walk with us and be part of the solution. Contact: Margaret Melando (704-975-1697) or mmelando@aol.com





Croquet Tournament - St. Philip’s will host our 2nd annual Croquet Tournament on Sunday, October 11, starting between 11:00–11:30 AM. We’ll play using an NCAA-style doubles bracket—lighthearted, social, and open to all ages and skill levels.
Whether you’re experienced or brand‑new to croquet, come join the fun, meet new people, and enjoy friendly competition. Sign up in the Narthex, invite friends, and save the date.  Questions? Contact Craig Allan at 603‑707‑1982.





[image: Book Discussion Group  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]The Book Discussion group will meet next on Wednesday, October 14th at 10:30 to talk about the book The Borrowed Life of Frederick Fife by Anna Johnston. Bittersweet and remarkably perceptive, the novel is a hilarious, feel-good, clever story about forgiveness, redemption, second chances, and finding family’s love. All who share a love of reading are welcome. 





Prayers of the People     In keeping with our commitment to love one another,                                                                   please offer prayers daily for those on our prayer list.
[bookmark: _Hlk190178929]Josephine R., Pat T., Christy M., Kaitlyn P., Woody U., Penn P., Tom P., Danice P., Alice K., Anna D., Stewart S., Mike C.,  Paula S., Betsy A., Lainey F., Bill J., Derwood R., David F., Rick M., Lori C., Jill P., Nina E., Larry E. Mary F., Julie, Holly M., Beverly H., Terry M., Mary Beth R., Rich G., Mary K., Penny, Claire K., Ashton B., Beth R., Melinda, Sandy I., Michael W., Sarah P., Erin, Sawyer, Jordan, Michael W., Michelle B., Penny C., Guy K., Dottie G., Karen G., Anne R., Marissa R., Bob S., Bill W., Anita H., Janet W., Paul W., Joseph L., Linda G., Pat P., John K., Phil K., Angela R., Peter B., Elyse C., Katha G., Susan S., Garth E., John O., LeeAnn H., Jake H., Larry W., David H., Maureen W., Michael W., Adelynn H., Kay G., Henry L., Bill B., Ann T., Carolyn, Bud B., Sharon S., Nan B., Jean M.
Please pray for the victims and families of the many conflicts around the world, and all those affected by recent natural disasters. Please pray for all refugees from strife; pray for the starving, the homeless, the needy. Please pray for all seminarians and all those discerning their call to serve God. 
Please pray for those who serve in the Armed Forces, especially: Ricky, Cassia L., Noah D., Gorden B, Leila B., Shawn R., Spencer P., Parker P., Colin P., Ryan, Julious F., Alex, Amanda, Ileana F., Jordan E., Brooke, Cam, Oliver, Julie, Eric, Conall, Tom, Ben, John, Devon, Christopher, and Scotty.











St. Philip’s Contacts
The Rev. Richard “Lin” Walton – Rector – lin@stphilipschurch.org                                                           Deacon Pam Hayes – deaconpam@stphilipschurch.org 
Debbie Skillman (Music Director) – dskillman@ec.rr.com                                                                        Lorraine Beamer (Parish Administrator) info@stphilipschurch.org                                                        Karla Platt (Bookkeeper) karlap@stphilipschurch.org
Vestry
Senior Warden – Paul Bailey – paul1.bailey@outlook.com (2024-2026)                                            Junior Warden – Bill Happer – fishinginsouthport2022@gmail.com (2024-2026)   
2024-2026 Vestry    Paul Bailey, Bill Happer, Ross Lively, Angela Urquhart                                                     2025-2027 Vestry   Tracy Baltz, Donna Foster, Paul Palmer, Kris Holt                                                            2026-2028 Vestry   Doyle Brinson, Chris Romig, Mary Russell, Marty Younts 
Treasurer – Rick Pearce – rpearce@atmc.net                                                                              
   St. Philip’s Episcopal Church    Mailing Address: P.O. Box 10476 , Southport, 28461
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